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REMARKS 



In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1, 3-20, 22-3 1, 34-51, 56^74 and 76 
ier 35 USC 1 02(b). This rejection is fully traversed below. 



Claims 1, 3-20, 22-31, 34-51, 56-74 and 76 are pending in the application- Claims 16, H 
and 48 have been amended to correct minor informalities. Reconsideration of the application is 
respectfully requested based on the following remarks. 



Claim Rejections -55 USC 102 

Claims 1,3-20, 22-31, 34-51, 56-74 and 76 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Dowling (WO 02/10847). Applicants respectfully disagree. 

The International Publication Date of Dowling (WO 02/10847) is February 7, 2002, and 
the International Filing Date of Dowling (WO 02/10847) is July 26, 2001, On the other hand, the 
present application was filed February 13, 2002. However, since 35 U.S.C- 102(b) requires more 
than one year before the effective filing date, Dowling (WO 02/10847) cannot be prior art to the 
present application under 3 5 U. S. C. 1 02(b). 

While the E x a mine r rejection was distinctly based on 35 U.S.C. 102(b), for convenience 
of the Examiner, a discussion of the potential use of Dowling (WO 02/10847) in the content of 
35 U.S.C. 102(a) and 35 U.S.C. 102(e) is provided below. 

While February 7, 2002 is prior to February 13, 2002, the present application claims 
priority to two provisional patent applications, particularly, U.S. Provisional Application No. 
60/298,364 filed June 15, 2001 and U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/3 15,571 filed August 
28, 2001. The provisional patent applications are believed to fully support the present 
application and their dates are prior to the International Filing Date of February 7, 2002. 



also not be prior art to the present application under 35 



Therefore, Dowling (WO 02/10847) a 
U.S.C. 102(a). 

Furthermore, with respect to 35 U.S.C. 102(e), an International Application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for the purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the International Application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. It appear on 
the fece of Dowling (WO 02/10847) that the United States was not so designated (see 
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Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, MP 




P.O. Box 70250 
Oakland, CA 94612-0250 
(650) 961-8300 
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Reg. No. 45,738 



APL1P215/P2698 



- 14- 



PAGE 16/19 * RCVDAT 7/112005 7:01 :03 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR.USPTO-EFXRMfl * DNIS.8729306 1 CSID: 1 650961 830 1 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-06 



